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Glen Elder City Council Minutes  

September 8, 2015 
 

  The Glen Elder City Council met in regular session on Tuesday night at 7:00 p.m., 

September 8, 2015 at City Hall, with Mayor Ryan Duskie and council members:  Sheila Paxson, 

Lindsey Clark, Ken Kusler, Barry McPeak, and Tracy Anderes.  Also in attendance: Cody Fears, 

Nichole McDaniel, Stuart Porter, Larry & Alice Thompson, Cody Thompson, Lynn Root and 

Family, Dennis Rominger, Chad Hallack – KDNS, Chris Wagner, Attorney Katie Schroeder, Eldon 

Behymer, and Jerri Senger.  

 

Minutes & Claims 

 The minutes of the August 3rd, 2015 meeting were reviewed.  Barry made the motion to 

approve the minutes, Tracy seconded the motion and the motion carried with four ayes, Ken 

abstained.  

 The claims on hand for the month of August amounting to $60,017.21, plus the outstanding 

Mid-Kansas Electric and Cawker City Ledger bills were reviewed.  Lindsey made a motion to 

approve all claims.  Ken seconded the motion and the motion carried with five ayes. 

 

Dog Request 

 Lynn Root asked for the council’s permission to have three dogs.  Tracy made a motion to 

approve a variance for the Root family to have three dogs.  Lindsey seconded the motion and vote 

carried with five ayes. 

 

Sidewalk Grant 

 Nichole McDaniel informed the council the sidewalk grant environmentals are due by 

October 15, but she is sending them in early.  She had the mayor sign the environmental paperwork, 

and mentioned she will be sending the clerk an invoice for the amount due.  Nichole said now we 

wait on the release of funds from the state for this grant.  

  

   Thompson Development 

 Stuart Porter, Schab-Eaton explained to the council that the development project is at the 

point where the council needs to make a decision if they want to proceed or not.  He explained that 

they have developed a preliminary plat for the housing development.  He went over the estimated 

costs of the project and informed the council with special assessments the cost to the city plus 

interest can be recouped.  The attorney added that the state requires special assessments be applied 

immediately after the project is complete.  She added that with a charter ordinance the council could 

delay the special assessment paybacks to lot owners.  Bond financing is fairly costly at 10-15% of 

the cost.  It was mentioned that assessments would be pro-rated per square-foot of each lot to the lot 

owners.  Stuart gave a rough estimate of what each lot may need to pay per year, from a guess of the 

total project cost.  Katie explained once the council approves the project the following steps need to 

be taken: first pass a resolution with project estimated cost as well as a plan for special assessments, 

second get bond financing, and third pass an ordinance to assess final expenses to each lot owner.  

The council asked Stuart when would be the earliest a house could be built in the development.  He 

said with all the steps needed and if everything goes well, late spring of 2016.  

 The council is concerned because large projects: sidewalk grant, water tower painting and 

housing development are all happening at once.  Ken suggested a special meeting next Monday, 

September 14th at 7:00 pm.  The council asked Eldon and Jerri to come up with a list of large 

expenses they predict over the next two years.  Katie will get bonding information to the clerk.  This 

matter was tabled until the special meeting on Monday.   

 

 

 



September 8, 2015 

 1088 

Code Enforcement 

  Dennis Rominger addressed the council, he said he knows his old station is an eye sore but 

he will not be fixing it up and doesn’t have the money to tear it down.  He said he is willing to deed 

it over to the city, only asking that we allow him five feet north of his new building.  He would give 

the width of the old building west to the fence.  Dennis also asked Eldon to disconnect the 

electricity.  The council felt it best to discuss Rominger’s proposal more at the special meeting next 

Monday. 

 Chris Wagner said there are two garages in town that need attention, as they both have large 

holes in the roof.  After a brief discussion, Chris will call each of the property owners and send out 

a 45-day letter.  He went through a list of properties that need some attention; he will again contact 

Joe Smith and Thomas Depew. 

 

Library Board Residency 

 Cody Fears addressed the council.  He stated that he would like to clear up some confusion; 

the library board is not having trouble finding folks to serve on the board.  He said that the board 

president moved out of town and their purpose was to keep her on the board and in her position.  

She has since resigned from the board and he is now the board president.  The council decided to 

leave things as they are for now.   

 

Heinen Property 

 The attorney said she has not received a legal description from Schwab Eaton on the Heinen 

property.  The council felt it best to leave this matter alone.   

 

Water Tower 

 Nichole informed the council the state considers painting the water tower routine 

maintenance, and this does not qualify for a grant. 

 Eldon mentioned that the frequency drive is in and working well.  The bill for the drive 

came in at $4,800.00, as quoted.   

 

Building Permits 

 Eldon went over the building permits.  He said that he turned down Tracy Smith’s request 

for a fence in front of his trailer because it would block the view for traffic around that corner.  

Eldon explained Whitney’s privacy fence and there was some concern on her putting that type of 

fence in her front yard.  Tracy made a motion to approve the following building permits:  #15-25 a 

new fence for Tracy Smith at 119 N. Marshall, #15-26 a new fence and move in a shed for Lynn 

Root at 201 E. Main, #15-14 a back privacy fence only for Whitney Morrell at 317 N. Hobart, and 

#15-28 a new screening bin for Farmway Coop at Nash and Railroad Streets.  Lindsey seconded the 

motion and the vote carried with five ayes.   

 

Employee Report  

 Eldon informed the council that several trees around town will need to be removed for the 

new sidewalks.  He estimates at least a dozen trees. 

 Eldon asked for permission to put in radio controls at the wells, he said Cunningham 

telephone would like us off their lines.  He added that the water control circuits with Cunningham 

cost the city $714.00 per year.  He received two bids to get new radio controls.  The lowest bid was 

from Pierce Electronics at $4,600.00.  After some discussion, the council decided to wait and get 

the radio controls next year. 

 Eldon said that he will get bids for a furnace for the fire station.  He is guessing it will cost 

somewhere around $3,500.00 for a unit. 

 Eldon said that the purple wave sale of old equipment is going better than he thought.  He 

said the old playground equipment sold for around $3,000.00.  He mentioned that he would like the 

money from that sale to be put back into the playground at the park.   
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 Eldon informed the council that the street lights are 100% LED now.  He said that the 

electrical usage has been reduced significantly.   

 Eldon told the council that the street sweeper broke down and repairs are $4,000.00. 

 

Clerk’s Report 

 The clerk again encouraged the council to read the monthly Kansas Government Journal 

magazines.  She informed the council that the second quarter bushel check-off money was received 

in the amount of $7,696.43; this money will be put into the capital improvement fund.  The clerk 

transferred $5,000.00 from the light fund to the swimming pool fund to cover expenses.  She 

mentioned with the large expenses this last month a transfer will need to be made from the light 

fund to cover the general fund.  She asked the council about a donation for the Chili Cook-off.  

They said to give the same as last year, $200.00.      

   

Council Report 

 Tracy gave Eldon a to-do list for the Chili Cook-off on September 26th.  The council asked 

the clerk to put Daycare and Utility Rates on the agenda for the next regular meeting. 

 

With no other business Sheila made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Lindsey seconded the 

motion and with five council members voting aye, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

 

(These are unofficial minutes, until approved at the next council meeting!) 

Jerri Senger, City Clerk         


